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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



/^J^ 



April 4, 1979 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MADELEINE ALBRIGHT 

SUBJECT: Afghanistan — Update 

Senator -Tell. made a statement on the Floor on Monday 
and issued a press release. The State Department's 
and Pell's statements were reported in the Washington 
Post on Tuesday. (Tab A) 

I have spoken with Jack Brady, Staff Director of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, who has written a 
statement for Zablocki. He hopes that Zablocki or 
Derwinski will put it in this afternoon, although 
they did not see the need to make a statement if Pell 
had already done so. I explained that additional 
Congressional statements would be very useful, and 
Brady said he would push Zablocki. 

I have been in touch with Senator Percy's office, and 
we are getting him some additional material in the hope 
that he would make a statement. 

As we discussed, the best approach to Church would be 
if you called him. In the past, he has expressed an 
interest in Afghanistan. 

Stone and Lugar would probably make statements if we 
approached them, but I am not sure either would be 
helpful in the long run. 

There is some question about how much more we want to 
stoke the fires since we are now faced with an amendment 
to prohibit direct and indirect aid to Afghanistan^ (We 
are opposed to any amendments preventing indirect aid.) 

Attachment 
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'■ Concern Over Role in Afghanistan 



HU.S. Blasts ''Baseless' Soviet Charges 



.„' ' " By Don Oberdorfer. 

Wjshjmton Post ScaK Writer 

'.' The State Department, in an un- 
•/usual public announcement, yesterday 
-attacked "slanderous and baseless" 
jf-lSoviet allegations regarding U. S. in- 
terference in Afghanistan and sug- 
.r-igested that the allegations are a 
"^.'smokescreen for increased Soviet in- 
.O'Oivement. 

» The US. statement, volunteered to 
Reporters in late afternoon, is one of a 
"•series expressing Washington's con- 
cern about growing Russian activity 
)ljn. the thinly populated mountain 
riy^ate on the Soviet border. 
'j The United States is unusually sen- 
sitive to Soviet charges and actions 
' there because of the unsettled eondi- 
"tions of the region following the 
events in Iran and because of the kill- 
ing of U. S. Ambassador Adol"h IJu'is 
on Feb. 14 in Kabul, the capital of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Some administration officials specu- 
lated that tiie new Soviet press at- 
tacks on the United States may be 
part of a campaign cy Moscow to jus- 
tify greater military support for the 
revolutionary Afghan regime, v-'zich 



came to power in a coup a year ago 
this month. In recent weeks the Rus- 
sians are reported to have stepped up 
their shipment of military equipment, 
including large helicopters, as the Af- 
ghan regime has encountered* increas- 
ing opposition from Moslem tribes- 
men and others. 

A Pravda article under an authori- 
tative pseudonym on March 19 drew a 
strong rebuttal from the State Depart- 
ment March 23. along with a warning 
to the Soviet Union to stay out of Af- 
ghanistan's internal battles. 

A Pravda article and a television in- 
terview with a high Soviet official, 
both on March 29. were the point of 
departure for yesterdays State De- 
partment announcement. High-level 
administration deliberations report- 
edly led to the announcement. 

According to the Slate Department, 
the latest Russian charges were that 
the United States has supported Af- 
ghani insurgents. The television state- 
ments, by Leonid Zamyatin, chief of 
the information department of the 
Central Committee of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party, reportedly charged that 
Deputy Secretary of State Warren 



Christopher had met with Pakistani 
representatives for the purpose of ar- 
ranging arms supplies to the insur- 
gents. 

The. State Department called the 
charges of U.S. interference in Af- 
ghanistan "slanderous and baseless," 
and said the United States takes a 
critical view of "false statements by a 
high Soviet official" impugning senior 
American officials. 

- "Such untruths continue to raise 
questions about the intentions of the 
U.S.S.R. with respect to interference 
in the internal affairs of Afghani- 
stan." the State Department said. 

On Capitol Hill. Sen. Claiborne Pell 
(D-R.I.) issued a statement charging 
the Soviet press with "fabricating sto- 
ries of United States involvement" in 
Afghanistan to cover the actions of 
their country. Aides to Pell said he 
learned of the Soviet allegations from 
administration officials. 

Pell, a senior member of the For- 
eign Relations Committee, has taken a 
special interest in Afghanistan foliow- , 
ing the killing of Dubs, whose widow j 
works in. a Capitol Hill office next 
door to that of the senator. 
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